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ACT |

Heat her is sitting on a couch watching
TV. Stephanie wal ks in and takes off her jacket.
She stands behind the couch and | ooks at the TV.

HEATHER
Hey Steph

STEPHANI E
Hey Heat her.
(pause)
What are you wat chi ng?

HEATHER
Quant um Leap.

STEPHANI
Oh.

St ephani e and Heat her watch the show for a couple
seconds, while Stephanie still stands.

STEPHANI E
| know t hat guy.

HEATHER
lt’s Scott Bakul a.

STEPHANI E
On.

St ephani e | eaves the room Heather keeps wat chi ng
TV. Stephanie cones back with a coffee.

STEPHANI E
He' s Chuck’ s dad!

HEATHER
You know his son?

STEPHANI E
No. The show Chuck. It’'s Chuck’s dad.

HEATHER
| don’t watch Chuck.

STEPHANI E
What ?

HEATHER
s that weird?



STEPHANI E
Everybody watches Chuck Heat her.

HEATHER
Not everybody.

St ephani e sits down.

STEPHANI E
Ever ybody!

HEATHER
Wl | maybe now that | know he’s onit. M and ny
sisters used to watch this show when we were kids. W
wanted himto be our new dad.

STEPHANI E
What did your nomthink of that?

HEATHER
She was OK with it but Dad wasn’'t too pl eased.

STEPHANI E
Why not ?

HEATHER
| have no idea. He cane around when he started doing
Star Trek.

STEPHANI E
Mbakes sense.

HEATHER
Wel |l yeah, if your going to be replaced by sonmeone, who
better than the captain of the Enterprise?

STEPHANI E
Exact ly.

St ephani e wat ches the show for a coupl e seconds
wi t h Heat her

STEPHANI E

Is it in the sixties?
HEATHER

This episode is. It’s about tine travel.
STEPHANI E

Li ke Back to the Future.



HEATHER
Not really.

STEPHANI E
Li ke Lost?

HEATHER
|’ ve never watched Lost.

STEPHANI E
You never watched Lost?

HEATHER
No.

STEPHANI E
Ever ybody wat ched Lost Heat her.

HEATHER
(angry | ook)

STEPHANI E
Ever ybody.

St ephani e and Heather watch the TV for a little
whi | e | onger.

STEPHANI E
Wy is he bl ack?

HEATHER
Real | y?

STEPHANI E
That guy he’s bl ack.

HEATHER
Vel | humans have adapted to their surroundings. After
t housands of years living in separate parts of the
wor |l d people are bound to start |ooking different.

STEPHANI E
No, Chuck’ s dad, why is he bl ack?

HEATHER
Scott Bakul a.

STEPHANI E
Why do they tal k about Scott Bakula |ike he’ s black?

HEATHER
Because in this episode he s bl ack.



STEPHANI E
Wy ?

Heat her gets up and starts | eaving the room

HEATHER
Wll in 1999 he was working on a secret governnent tinme
travel project and prematurely stepped into the Project
Accel erator and now he finds hinself |eaping fromlife
to life, putting things right, that once went wong.

Heat her Leave

STEPHANI E
(yelling to Heather)
So he becones different people?

HEATHER
(From of f stage)
Yup.

STEPHANI E
That woul d be awesone.

Heat her comes back in the roomwth two
Tw nki es. She hands one to Stephanie.

HEATHER
Yeah it would be pretty sweet..

STEPHANI E
| mean | don’t care about the tinme machine part.

HEATHER
(In the mddle of eating her tw nkie)
Wiy not? Tine travel is the best part.

STEPHANI E
Meh.

HEATHER
Not nmeh. You can’t neh tinme travel. Can you inagi ne
what you could do wth tine travel ?

STEPHANI E
Yeah what we could do... W could gain nore power.
Sonet hi ng hunmans need nore of.

HEATHER
You could rewite history. Undo our m stakes.



STEPHANI E
Undo our mi st akes?
HEATHER
Yeah. Stop Hitler. Stop 9/11.
STEPHANI E
| guess but then what?
HEATHER
Hitler woul d be dead.
STEPHANI E
But then soneone else will just will kill a bunch of
peopl e.
HEATHER

We don’t know t hat.

STEPHANI E
Wiy go for Hitler?

HEATHER
Because everyone knows he’'s the first person you go
after if you we figure out tinme travel.

STEPHANI E
He was a result of what happened to Germany after World
War 1, and the G eat Depression, and a nunber of other
factors. So what would rise in his place?

HEATHER
Then we stop the assassination of Franz
Ferdinand. Find a way to stop the stock market from
crashi ng.

STEPHANI E

But then what? Wat takes their place? It's |like |
had this dog, Buddy, when | was really young and I
| oved that dog we did everything together. Then one
day he saw a squirrel run across the road and dashed
across to chase it. He was struck by a jeep and
died. | cried for so |ong.

(pause)
That Christmas | got a new puppy, Polly, and we becane
best friends and she becanme the new fanm |y dog. She
was with me all through high school and she died of old
age when | was in coll ege.

(pause)
So. I'mstill sad when | think about what happened to
Buddy. But if | went back and stopped it | wouldn't
have had Polly, who | also |oved.



HEATHER
Polly is a bird s nane.

STEPHANI E
|”m glad you got the point.

HEATHER
But you can’'t conpare that with the biggest atrocity of
the nodern era. Wth tinme travel we get a do over. W
have a clearer picture of what needs to be done.

STEPHANI E
(begins to open her tw nkie)
For exanple wi thout the Second World War we woul dn’ t
have Tw nkies, at |east not as we know t hem

HEATHER
What ?

STEPHANI E
Before World War 2 they had a banana filling, and sal es
weren’'t very good. Then World War 2 hit and bananas
were being rationed, so they switched to a vanilla
filling. Now everyone |oves them

St ephani e takes a big bite of her Tw nkie.

HEATHER
Stephanie. You are the nicest person | know You
can’'t possibly tell me you wouldn’t give up Twinkies to
ensure the Hol ocaust didn't happen.

STEPHANI E
Maybe not the best exanple.

HEATHER
No.

STEPHANI E
But cause and effect. W just don’t know what woul d be
different, what would change. Wy should we have this
power ?

HEATHER
It would be a chance to do sonething great.

STEPHANI E
Learning fromour m stakes woul d be great too.

HEATHER
Sure but | ook at the twentieth century. World War |1
led to the Cold War, which led to the Vietnam War, and
in many ways the GQulf War.



STEPHANI E
And Feminism And countless |ife saving technol ogi es
and medi ci nes.

HEATHER
And the Jeep
STEPHANI E
Right... Ck. | don’'t know what | would do, and | don’t

know what woul d happen, but | think that’s the point we
don’t know. Wo are we to decide?

HEATHER
Wel | Sam doesn’t deci de anyt hi ng.

STEPHANI E
Santf?

HEATHER
Scott Bakul a.

STEPHANI E
So call himthat.

HEATHER
Sorry. Scott Bakula doesn’'t choose anything. He's
hoping that his next leap will be the | eap honme. So
we’' re argui ng over nothing.

STEPHANI E
Then who does deci de?

HEATHER
God, or someone nysterious, he shows up in the finale.

STEPHANI E
No.

HEATHER
No?

STEPHANI E
If there is a God, and he can travel through tine, |
can’t see himtrusting us with that power.

HEATHER
What ? That’s what religion is about. God giving power
to people on earth. Humans carrying out his m ssion.

STEPHANI E
Pift...



HEATHER
VWhat ?

STEPHANI E
| said, "pfft."

HEATHER
Yes. Wiy did you "pfft" people on a m ssion?

STEPHANI E
W al ways screw it up. And do you know why?

HEATHER
Why St ephani e?

STEPHANI E
"Cause we |like ourselves to much. W ignore the
terrible things that happen around us and we buy an
iPad or a really nice popcorn nmaker

HEATHER
Popcorn nmaker ?
STEPHANI E
W can’t be trusted with tine travel because we’'ll just

use it go back and invent the french fry first, or
invest in Google. W won't use it to stop Stalin, or
Hitler, or Bin Laden.

(pause)
Do you know how I know t hat ?

HEATHER
Because there are terrible things happening all around
us and all we want to do is tweet about how nuch we
| ove our new sneakers?

STEPHANI E
Yep. Now do you know why becom ng anot her person is
nor e awesone?

HEATHER
Why ?

STEPHANI E
Per specti ve.

HEATHER
K

STEPHANI E
What do you think he I earns the nost fron? Changing
t he past or being soneone el se?



HEATHER
Bei ng soneone el se?
STEPHANI E
|"d think so.
HEATHER
But everyone woul d choose to be a rockstar or a
billionaire, what perspective would that bring?
STEPHANI E

Everyone sees the world differently, being sonmeone el se
will give you a glinps of that even if it’s a rockstar.
But what if God chooses who like with Scott Bakul a?
(pause)
Li ke, earlier this week I was wal ki ng hone from work
and | started talking to a honel ess person. Hi s nane
is Geg. He' s usually in the sane place and we tal k
sonetines. | found out that he used to be in a band
and we started tal king about nusic, he was a bass
pl ayer like me. He's had sone addictions, but in so
many ways we have a | ot in conmon

HEATHER
So for a second you did know what is was to be him

STEPHANI E
Yeah but then this police officer cane up and told him
to nove al ong.
(pause)
Move al ong? We were having a conversation. Two
busi ness nen were talking a few feet away fromus and
they weren't told to nove al ong.
(pause)
| started to say sonething, and she interrupted ne and
repeated it, "Mwve Al ong!"

HEATHER
Yeah | guess if the police officer could be Geg for a
day. ..

STEPHANI E
Yeah, but |’ve hated her all week. What if | was
her? Even for a day. She didn't beconme a cop to nake
peopl e angry she becane a cop to nmake a difference.
What’' s her story? Maybe if the three of us could just
rotate. | becone the cop, she beconmes Geg, and G eg
becomes me. Even for a little while. | bet all three
of our lives would change.

HEATHER
If we all could just understand each others stories
t hi ngs woul d change.



10.

STEPHANI E
Yeah that would be pretty awesone wouldn't it?

HEATHER
Yep.

STEPHANI E
And anot her thing.

HEATHER
What ?

STEPHANI E
(pointing at the screen)
Why does that nman keep appeari ng?

HEATHER

That’s Al. He’s a hologramfromthe future.
STEPHANI E

Ch. | like that.

St ephani e and Heat her continue to watch TV.

THE END



